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506 Lovenlund • $345,000 • MLS 23-1083

Easy walk-in level two bedroom, two bath condo at Mahogany 
Run's Tennis Village. Convenient to all, it offers not only pretty 
views, but private and spacious living as well. Gated entry, unit-specific 
generator, washer and dryer, and air conditioning. Covered parking. 
Come take a look today! 

Listing courtesy of Tara Godfrey

Season's Greetings from St. Thomas!
December is officially here and we’re be-
ginning to feel a slight drop in our typical 
85-degree-plus temperatures. This is still 
perfect weather for holiday shopping and 
spreading the joyful holiday cheer that 
frequents this time of year. The island 
is bursting with holiday spirit, thanks to 
several events celebrating the season. 
From tree lighting ceremonies and boat 
parades to holiday festivals, there is no 
shortage of opportunities to deck the 
halls and relish the magic of the season. 
If you’re planning on visiting the island 
this month, you’ll get a heaping dose of 
holiday cheer mixed with the warm island 

hospitality our community is known for.

This month, I am sharing with you one 
of the Virgin Islands' most beloved bev-
erages during the holidays, plus one of 
the most anticipated events during the 
holiday season on St. Thomas. I’ll also 
highlight a popular Northside beach 
known for its surfing and snorkeling and 
its next-door eatery that boasts fresh-
caught beachside vibes.

2023 has been filled with countless 
memorable moments, like the opening of 
the Coldwell Banker St. Thomas Realty 

office! We are overwhelmingly grateful 
for our clients, our staff, our partners, 
and most importantly, our community. I 
want to take a moment to wish every-
one a happy holiday season and an even 
happier new year. If having a Caribbe-
an home is on your holiday wish list this 
year, let Coldwell Banker St. Thomas 
Realty assist in turning that dream into 
reality. We are delighted to provide you 
with our comprehensive array of proper-
ty listings, guiding you through the pro-
cess of becoming a homeowner on St. 
Thomas. Give us a call today.

at Miracle on Main Street

In its 29th year, Miracle on Main Street 
returned to the historic downtown district 
of Charlotte Amalie! The St. Thomas-St. 
John Chamber of Commerce hosts this 
flagship event every December, combining 
vendors, music, and the holiday spirit 
into a great celebration of St. Thomas’s 
unique culture. Originally chartered in 
1927, the St. Thomas-St. John Chamber 
of Commerce retains its longstanding 

history of 
supporting the 

community with several events 
throughout the year. Miracle on Main 
Street continues to thrive thanks to the 
generosity of sponsors in the community.

On Friday, December 15th, the streets 
of Charlotte Amalie were lit up with a 
flurry of activity: caroling, street corner 
Santas, craft tables and kids’ bouncy 
houses, steel pan battles, and lighted 
storefronts that beckoned shoppers with 
unbelievable deals that made holiday 
shopping a breeze. From Market Square 
to Emancipation Garden, almost every 
inch of pavement and sidewalk was 
occupied. Restaurants were packed with 
locals, residents, and visitors enjoying 
delicious meals and refreshments over 
the course of the evening. Emancipation 

Garden was filled with vendors offering 
local food and drinks, and live music 
from local musicians and entertainers 
filled the air throughout downtown 
with the holiday spirit from 5:30pm 
to 10:00pm. Several non-profits and 
community organizations set up tables 
for fundraising and promotions, making 
it easy for attendees to give support to 
these entities before the year closes.

As promised, the annual St. Thomas 
Lighted Boat Parade "Decked the Hulls" 
for a festive celebration on the water. 
Over 15 boats departed Crown Bay 
Marina at 6:30pm and arrived on the 
waterfront around 7:00pm. Each vessel 
did an amazing job transforming the 
tranquil waters into a vibrant spectacle 
of festive cheer.

A time was had by all at the premier holiday 
event in the downtown district of Charlotte 
Amalie! You can be part of the magic next 
year with a visit to St. Thomas during the 
holiday season. Miracle on Main Street 
and the St. Thomas Lighted Boat Parade 
usually takes place on the third Friday in 
December. See you next year!

Discover 
Tranquil 
Beachside 
Vibes
at Hull Bay Beach

Nestled on St. Thomas’s north side is a 
pristine stretch of shoreline that boasts a 
unique charm that sets it apart from other 
beaches in the region. Hull Bay Beach is a 
precious hidden gem that offers a tranquil 
escape from the bustling tourist hubs.

Unlike the more popular Magens Bay, 
Hull Bay maintains a quieter atmosphere, 
which makes it an ideal retreat for those 
seeking serenity. The beach is known for 
its unspoiled natural beauty, powdery 
white sands, and crystal-clear turquoise 
waters. The backdrop of the surrounding 
lush green hills and swaying palm trees 
enhances the idyllic setting, creating a 
picturesque scene for all visitors. When 
the waves are in action and the trade 
winds are at their peak, surfers and 
kiteboarders are in seventh heaven as 
they ride the epic waves surrounding 
the bay. Additionally, Hull Bay’s calm, 
shallow waters make it an excellent 
spot for snorkeling where visitors can 
explore the vibrant marine life beneath 
the surface.

Hull Bay is a favorite among locals and 
savvy travelers who appreciate its remote 
location and authenticity. Not only is the 
beach a haven for sunbathers, but it’s 
also a paradise for water enthusiasts. 
The low tides at the shore make Hull 

Bay a preferred 
destination for families, 
as the calm waters are ideal for younger 
children. Don’t be surprised to see a few 
dogs hanging on the beach. It’s obvious 
that they appreciate the beauty of this 
location as well.

A handful of beachside shacks offer filling 
cuisine, allowing visitors to savor the 
flavors of the Caribbean while basking 
in the laid-back ambiance of Hull Bay 
Beach. Located steps away from the 
boat ramp at Hull Bay is The Shack at 
The Hideaway. Featuring fresh-caught 
beachside vibes, guests can expect to 
eat, drink, and relax at this cozy, laid-back 
locale. Many of the ingredients used on 
the menu are sustainably grown on-site, 
meaning they taste better! Try their must-
have tacos that almost every guest raves 
about. Made with shredded cabbage, 
chipotle crema, pico de gallo, cotija 
cheese, and grilled flour tortillas, choose 
from grilled or crispy fish, grilled shrimp, 
or grilled steak. Other Shack favorites 

include their fresh ceviche topped with 
farm-grown star fruit, and the Hideaway 
Chicken Sandwich made with avocado, 
bacon, cheddar cheese, chipotle mayo, 
shredded cabbage, tomato, and pickled 
red onion in a brioche bun. All cocktails 
are thoughtfully crafted with Hideaway 
Farm ingredients and house-made 
infusions, like the lemongrass mule and 
the cucumber jalapeño margarita. For 
more information about The Shack, check 
their website at www.theshackhullbay.
com.

Whether adventure or tranquility is what 
you’re seeking, Hull Bay Beach promises 
a one-of-a-kind Virgin Islands experience 
that lingers in the hearts of those fortunate 
enough to discover its allure.
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Ring in the 
holidays with 

tradition

Guavaberry Rum

In the Virgin Islands, this cherished Christ-
mas tradition is accompanied by the live-
ly notes of the "Guavaberry Song," com-
posed by the late Bill La Motta. This festive 
melody pays homage to the unique tra-
dition of guavaberry rum, a drink deep-
ly embedded in Caribbean culture. Fruity 
and spicy, bitter yet sweet, this beloved 
liqueur and its distinctive flavor profile is 
a telltale sign that the holiday season has 
officially begun. 

Centuries ago, people throughout the Ca-
ribbean began crafting guavaberry rum by 
blending guavaberries, rum, and sugar. 
Despite its name, the guavaberry has no 
similarities with the widely known guava 
fruit. Related to clove and eucalyptus, 
these small blueberry-sized fruits grow on 

trees scat-
tered across Ca-

ribbean islands and tend to grow wild. 
This makes it quite a challenge to culti-
vate due to sensitivity to environmental 
factors. Ripe guavaberries range in color 
from yellowish orange to dark red or 
blackish-purple, with a thin-skinned, aro-
matic flesh surrounding a seed.

Guavaberry trees thrive in specific loca-
tions like the Northside and West End on 
St. Thomas, in the Bordeaux Mountain 
area on St. John, and in the dense rainfor-
est area on St. Croix. Due to their limited 
supply and small size, people often freeze 
the berries after harvesting for later use to 
create jams, tarts, and the ever-popular 
guavaberry rum.

Handcrafted guavaberry rum in the Virgin 
Islands involves a secret blend of rum, 
nutmeg, cinnamon, sugar, and guavaber-
ries that has been passed down for 

generations. Large batches of this con-
coction mature in glass demijohns — 
round narrow-necked bottles enclosed 
in a wicker cover — typically for weeks 
or even a year. Some families have a 
guavaberry rum brew that has been ma-
turing for 20+ years! For those preserving 
the tradition, crafting guavaberry rum is a 
source of pride, a connection to heritage, 
and a continuation of Christmas customs. 
Today, guavaberry rum remains integral to 
Christmas celebrations, sparking discus-
sions among families about who concocts 
the best blend. 

This Christmas libation holds a special 
place in local tradition, evoking nostal-
gia for the holiday celebrations of yester-
year. In the past, caroling involved visits 
to neighbors, sharing snacks, and sipping 
on guavaberry rum, creating a sense of 
community and festive camaraderie.

While commercially produced guavaber-
ry rum is available in some island stores, 
nothing compares to the homemade 
batches shared among family and friends 
during the holidays. The spirit of the infa-
mous “Guavaberry Song” echoes through 
these festive gatherings, weaving the past 
and present into a tapestry of Christmas 
tradition and community spirit.

504 Lovenlund • $250,000 • MLS 23-1339

Convenient, central location from this freshly updated, furnished 
one bedroom, one bathroom condo in Mahogany Run's Tennis 
Village. Air conditioned, with washer and dryer and a pool. Excellent 
long and short term rental potential! 

Listing courtesy of Tara Godfrey

310 Smith Bay • $315,000 • MLS 23-1715

Excellent long or short term rental opportunity at beautiful 
Sapphire Hill Village. Pretty Caribbean views from the porch of this 
tastefully renovated St. Kitts walk-in level, end-unit studio. Stainless 
kitchen appliances, split A/C, and accordion shutters. Gated complex 
with two pools and a restaurant, walking distance from Sapphire Beach, 
Red Hook, shops, bars, and ferries. Steps to the pool. Turn-key!

Listing courtesy of Tara Godfrey

10-1-3 Peterborg • $995,000 • MLS 23-1821

Take advantage of this STUNNING waterfront opportunity! Build 
your dream home here, with 140 feet of Magen's Bay access from 
this oversized 3/4 acre waterfront parcel. Enjoy the absolutely incredible 
views and water access. The adjacent 0.65 +/- acre lot is also for sale. 
Don't miss out on this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity!

Listing courtesy of Tara Godfrey

6D-4 Nazareth • $450,000 • MLS 23-510

Enjoy sweeping East End views over Great Bay from this 
oversized Cabrita parcel. Conveniently located, this growing 
neighborhood offers easy access to Red Hook, restaurants, shops, 
ferries, and beaches. Double access for easy build.  

Listing courtesy of Tara Godfrey

Market Watch
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Comparison to the same period last year. Information from various sources, such as county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and 
it may include approximations. Although all the information is believed to be accurate, it is not guaranteed, and you should not rely on it 

without personal verification.
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From The Desk Of

Bry Locher
Bry Locher
Regional Vice President, Managing Broker
Coldwell Banker St. Thomas Realty
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This newsletter is written by Anquanette Gaspard. Each office is independently owned & operated.

Get Into 
the Holiday 
Spirit
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