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Market Watch
St. Croix Real Estate
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Comparison to the same period last year. Information from various sources, such as county records and the Multiple Listing Service, 
and it may include approximations. Although all the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely 

on it wihout personal verification.

-12.84% 
Median Sales Price

-22.48% 
Average Sales Price

-1.02% 
Median List Price

-17.92% 
Average List Price

4.40% 
Median Sales Price

-1.17% 
Average Sales Price

-0.82% 
Median List Price

-0.14% 
Average List Price

151.85% 
Median Sales Price

71.78% 
Average Sales Price

152.82% 
Median List Price

81.08% 
Average List Price

-30.84% 
Median Sales Price

-29.57% 
Average Sales Price

-16.47% 
Median List Price

-22.23% 
Average List Price

Featured Properties
This month’s

23 Carden Beach • $1,995,000 • MLS 22-1668

This "Casita Five Star" showstopper of a Caribbean-inspired 
and immaculate oceanfront home with sea, sunset, and distant 
island views, is privately set in the gated serenity of the exclu-
sive Carden Beach community. This exquisite 3 bedroom and 
3 bath home has solar power which augments the newly add-
ed heated lap pool comprised of custom glass tiles as well as 
burgundy lime stone and pool coping imported directly from 
Provence, France.  

Listing courtesy of David Fedeles & Stephen Swanton

A-4 La Casa Doriel • $114,000 • MLS 23-1292

Welcome to A-4 La Casa Doriel, AKA Palm Villas. This two-sto-
ry, 3-bedroom, 2-bath townhouse is a fresh blank canvas ready 
for improvements. The kitchen and bathrooms have been de-
molished. New electrical upgrades have been completed re-
cently, including the wiring for four split A/C systems. The top 
floor is accessible from exterior and interior stairs. Two desig-
nated parking spaces. The complex is completely fenced with 
a key card side entrance and an electronic gate.

Listing courtesy of Dan Savaro

2D, 66 Prosperity • $125,000 • MLS 23-1208

See the world from this beautiful crested lot in a gated community. 
You will love the 365-degree view and the most gorgeous building 
site off a private paved road. From Ham's Bluff to South Shore to 
the mountains of St. Thomas and Tortola and the glowing lights of 
Puerto Rico, you will have these glorious views. Carambola Crest 
offers all the amenities of living in a community. Paved and main-
tained roads, underground utilities, the pools, tennis and pickle ball 
courts, beautiful gardens, and ruins are all there for your enjoyment.

Listing courtesy of Debby Babb

51 ABC Company Street • $2,200,000 • MLS 23-48

The Quin House, located in the heart of Christiansted, is one of 
the most iconic historic properties in USVI. While it has been 
restored and meticulously maintained, the property retains its 
historic architectural features. The property features a roman-
tic courtyard enclosed by structures, including open air seating 
and a satellite bar, street-level bar with professional kitchen, 
and a 3-story building that has commercial/restaurant/condo-
minium space! 

Listing courtesy of Amy Land-de Wilde

Through His 
Eyes

Alexander Hamilton Walking 
Tours

Take a journey back to a time when 
one of the founding fathers of the 
United States called St. Croix home. 
On the Eyes of Hamilton Walking 
Tour, guests will see Alexander Ham-
ilton brought to life through rich his-
tory and historical charm as they re-
trace the steps of a young Hamilton 
in downtown Christiansted.

This first-person tour was started by 
longtime resident Wayne Nichols in 
November 2018. Nichols spent his 
summers on St. Croix after his par-
ents divorced and even attended ju-
nior high school on the island. He 
moved back in 2012 and purchased 
property to settle down on St. Croix. 
This coincided with the time when 
Nichols started to hear about Hamil-
ton, the self-titled Broadway produc-
tion created by Lin Manuel Miran-
da. He dove into the Ron Chernow 

book that in-
spired the play and 

learned that 32 Company Street was 
where Hamilton lived with his moth-
er. Upon further reading, Nichols 
learned more about the famous let-
ter that Hamilton wrote which cata-
pulted his journey to founding father 
status, and visited the various areas 
listed in the book. “I was fascinat-
ed with Hamilton and his story,” said 
Nichols. “I mean, he came from this 
tiny, unknown island to become one 
of the most important political figures 
of the time without being a president 
and has his face on the $10 bill!” It 
was during these discovery days 
that a close friend suggested that 
Nichols “get busy with something 
and stay out of trouble” by creating 
an official Alexander Hamilton tour. 
After a lot of research and a deep 
dive into the history of 1765, Nichols 
launched Alexander Hamilton Tours.

This educational and entertaining 
"Eyes of Hamilton" two-hour walk-
ing tour provides a unique and com-
prehensive itinerary of sights where 

Hamilton lived and worked as a 
young man from age seven to sev-
enteen in Christiansted, St. Croix. 
Nichols takes on the persona of 
Hamilton himself by dressing in the 
style of the times to present the tour 
in the first person as the renowned 
figure. In doing so, Hamilton’s story 
and youth come to life in the historic 
18th-century streets of Christianst-
ed with a backdrop that blends vis-
tas of neo-classical architecture with 
the natural setting of high hills and 
reef-fringed harbor. 

Guests will be led to the "places 
where it happened" and leave the 
tour realizing the influence St. Croix 
had on Hamilton's learning of inter-
national trade, a need for standard 
currency and credit, sound fiscal pol-
icy, and his abolitionist views of slav-
ery. Nichols revealed the one thing 
that Lin Manuel may have missed 
the mark on with the play. “He called 
the Caribbean a forgotten place, but 
it was far from that,” said Nichols. 
“St. Croix was a vibrant, happening 
place in 1765, because sugar was 
gold.”

Eyes of Hamilton Tour is available 
seven days a week at 9am and 4pm 
at $35 per person. 24-hour advance 
booking is recommended. To learn 
more about the tour, visit www.eye-
sofhamiltontours.com or call 340-
690-6960 to reserve your spot.

A message from Bry...
Greetings from Sunny St. Croix! We 
are more than halfway through 2023 
and it feels like summer has just 
begun. August on St. Croix means 
back to school for most children and 
settling into new routines as we ad-
just our schedules after an incredi-
ble summer. There’s no denying that 
the year is moving by rather quickly; 
I can’t help but notice the way be-
ing on St. Croix tends to make time 
seemingly stand still. As a result, we 
get to relish in the joy of scorching 
hot days combined with the cool wa-
ters at the beach, taking in each day 
one at a time. 

We are seeing an abundance of man-
goes all around the island! You can’t 

turn your head without being offered 
a handful or a bagful! We’re also en-
joying the vibrant blooms of our flam-
boyant trees that brighten up our 
landscapes with hues of red, orange, 
and yellow. This month’s newsletter 
dives into preserving Virgin Islands 
culture, agriculture and sustainabil-
ity reimagined, and historical tours 
that take you back in time through 
the eyes of a United States Found-
ing Father.

Are you visiting St. Croix soon? Don’t 
be surprised that while you’re here, 
you will start picturing yourself living 
on this island gem either part-time 
or full-time. We welcome the oppor-
tunity to share a few properties with 

you to get you on the path to home-
ownership in the Caribbean. Give us 
a call; we’d love to hear from you.

Bry
Bry Locher

Regional Vice President, Managing Broker
Coldwell Banker St. Croix Realty

August 2023

Agriculture 
and Sustain-

ability Re-
imagined

...at Jungle James Cultural Tour 
and Petting Zoo

Once the main source of revenue in 
St. Croix, agriculture and sustain-
ability has been reimagined at one 
of the island's newest farms. Jun-
gle James Cultural Tour and Petting 
Zoo is a sustainable, eco-conscious 
farm in Frederiksted, St. Croix that is 
committed to promoting sustainable 
farming practices and reducing food 
waste on the island. 

Opened in October 2018 by Taj 
James and Daja Brooks-James, the 
husband-and-wife team hosted a 
Halloween event called The Field of 
Screams. This outdoor Halloween 
haunted house was set up in the sur-
rounding bush area on the farm, at-
tracting parents and children in the 
St. Croix community for an unlikely 
event. “People ran and left their kids 
behind,” laughed Farmer Taj James, 
“because the fear was real.” From 
there, the farm’s popularity took off. A 

lifetime farm-
er, James learned 

farming from his father, a livestock 
farmer, along with other older farm-
ers he grew up admiring because of 
their knowledge of plants. With in-
depth independent research, James 
uncovered a way to promote and live 
harmoniously among the animals on 
the farm. He explored various perma-
culture techniques to make an entire 
ecosystem to eliminate purchasing 
animal feed. “One bag of feed could 
be upwards of $30, and an average 
farmer used 10 to 15 bags of feed 
per day.” Thanks to the techniques 
implemented, James has managed 
to cut his costs down to one bag 
of feed per week by studying farm 
ecosystems to find a balance be-
tween them without killing or hurt-
ing too much of anything. According 
to James, every animal and plant 
source on the farm works together 
to create a harmonious environment 
that minimizes their ecological foot-
print.

Farmer James shared his goal is to 
educate the younger generation and 

teach the community how to sus-
tain as it pertains to food security. 
Being isolated from the rest of the 
world means hurricanes and oth-
er events that can halt shipments 
will mean we will constantly be in a 
struggle. It’s why they implemented 
the Food Waste Conversion Program 
that strives to “replace your waste.” 
With the program, anyone can bring 
any table scraps, old food, and per-
ishables to the farm to be convert-
ed into materials that can be used 
on the farm. For every 10 pounds 
of waste, you get $5 Jungle James 
Bucks to be used for anything avail-
able on the farm: local juices, fresh 
fruit, farm tours, plant purchases, 
and more. James encourages fam-
ilies to bring everyone to the farm 
when stopping by with waste for the 
Food Waste Conversion Program. 
“When you bring the family along, 
the kids can see the farm and see 
where this waste is going.” They can 
feed the food waste to animals, see 
other farm animals in person, pick 
mangoes and other fruits, and ex-
plore the farm overall. “When they 
see what the farm can do with the 
waste they create, it helps promote 
recycling in other areas.”

Jungle James Cultural Tour and Pet-
ting Zoo is located at 239 Estate La 
Grange Road in Frederiksted. To 
learn more about their hours of op-
eration, tours, activities, party pack-
ages, and venue rental, find them on 
Facebook or call 340.473.1015.

Real Estate News
St. Croix

Tightly Woven 
History
Crucian Bayside Creations 
Preserves VI Culture Heritage

What began as one family’s social 
distancing project during the chal-
lenging times of the pandemic has 
transformed into a business rooted 
in the cultural preservation of a be-
loved Virgin Islands pastime. Crucian 
Bayside Creations began during the 
pandemic lockdown when Carmen 
Henry-Patterson birthed the idea of 
showcasing the woven artistry the 
Henry family created on their virtu-
al calls. The youngest of the bunch 
is Letitia; she, along with her brother 
Lloyd, learned how to weave mar-
ket baskets from their aunt, Eileen 
Huggins, and did it as a hobby. The 
other siblings -- Carla Henry-Lewis, 
LaVerne Henry-Hurst, and Carmen -- 
were all crafty in their own right, and 
weaving came to all of them natural-
ly. On their virtual calls, they would 
work on a specific item together -- 
usually one that Letitia was tackling 
at the moment. One day, Carmen 
brought up the idea that they should 
sell their pieces because “they were 
too gorgeous not to.” According to 
Carla, their Auntie Eileen was unable 
to sell baskets; today, they are car-
rying on what she taught them and 
sharing it with others. 

Crucian Bayside Creations pays hom-
age to the place that groomed them 
the Henry Family -- Gallows Bay. Car-
la recalled the stories of their grand-
mother Ingerborg Cartier, who was 
of Danish descent, and their grand-
father Irving Henry. Known as Buggy 
or Miss Inger to some, they would 

bake breads 
and Vienna cakes 
and place them in the woven mar-
ket baskets for the children to de-
liver before school to neighbors that 
purchased them. “Our dad told us 
these stories about when he was 
growing up, and we realized the 
baskets were a lost art.” The sib-
lings began learning more about the 
market baskets. They learned about 
St. John’s history with the baskets, 
where the hoop vine would be used 
for weaving. “Each island had their 
specific kind of market basket that 
they made,” said Carla, “and in St. 
John, they would harvest the hoop 
vine and teach weaving to the boys 
and girls in school.” They even dis-
covered the works of Mr. Herman 
Prince, a St. John native whose bas-
ket-weaving works are on display at 
The Smithsonian American Art Mu-
seum in Washington, D.C. 

Crucian Bayside Creations uses 
traditional rattan reed and cloth to 
weave their baskets and make the 
wooden handles with pieces of 

driftwood found along the beach. 
“The best part about our baskets is 
that they're functional but can also 
be seen as a piece of art for center-
pieces.” The family is committed to 
carrying on this tradition passed on 
by their Auntie Eileen to continue to 
the next generation. With a little over 
50 baskets made in 2023, each bas-
ket takes on a life of its own based 
on the materials used.

Learn more about Crucian Bayside 
Creations and see their Caribbean 
handcrafted woven baskets at www.
crucianbaysidecreations.com; you 
can also find them on Facebook and 
Instagram. Add a touch of Caribbe-
an flair to your home by purchasing 
one of their creations in person at 
several stores throughout the U.S. 
Virgin Islands: Eden South & Crucian 
Gold on St. Croix, Fish Face on St. 
Thomas, and Bajo El Sol Gallery on 
St. John.

92-B Two Brothers • $678,000 • MLS 23-559

This lovely home with an in-ground pool is convenient to the 
highway and West End beaches! This beautiful two-story home 
has a nice open floor plan, with a first floor bedroom and two 
bedrooms on the second floor. Dine al fresco on the poolside 
covered patio and enjoy the sunset from the covered balcony 
with peekaboo sea views to the South and West. Beautifully 
renovated kitchen with high-end appliances makes it easy to 
enjoy entertaining.

Listing courtesy of Diane Burns
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