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Market Watch
St. Thomas Real Estate
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Comparison to the same period last year. Information from various sources, such as county records and the Multiple Listing Service, 
and it may include approximations. Although all the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely 

on it wihout personal verification.

52.94% 
Median Sales Price

10.05% 
Average Sales Price

50.44% 
Median List Price

9.22% 
Average List Price

89.72% 
Median Sales Price

34.82% 
Average Sales Price

68.75% 
Median List Price

34.63% 
Average List Price

16.00% 
Median Sales Price

-13.56% 
Average Sales Price

16.00% 
Median List Price

-2.30% 
Average List Price

21.25% 
Median Sales Price

25.17% 
Average Sales Price

41.81% 
Median List Price

25.59% 
Average List Price

Featured Properties
This month’s

6D-4 Nazareth RH • $450,000 • MLS 23-510

Enjoy sweeping East End views from this oversized Cabrita par-
cel. Conveniently located, this growing neighborhood offer easy 
access to Red Hook, restaurants, shops, ferries, and beaches. 
Double access for easy build.

Listing courtesy of Tara Godfrey

11-14 7BA Contant • $188,000 • MLS 22-1704

Have you been looking for property with spectacular ocean 
view, quiet neighborhood, and cisterns already built? Well, 
look no further —  this property says it all. Don’t miss this op-
portunity — come take a look and complete that dream house 
you’ve always desired.

Listing courtesy of Jennifer Bachelor

A6 & A8 Sapphire Bay • $1,200,000 • MLS 23-482

Meticulously maintained beach front luxury condo located in a 
gated community. Listen to the waves, watch pelicans dive for 
fish and read under the seagrape trees. Salt water pool, tennis 
courts, and restaurants a short walk away. Two one-bedroom 
condos reconstructed in 2011 to one unit. This piece of para-
dise can be yours!

Listing courtesy of Monique Harry

8000 Nisky • $79,000 • MLS 23-109

After nearly 7 years in business, this well-established, award 
winning local favorite is looking for a new proprietor. Located in 
a bustling section of Nisky Center, with plenty of foot traffic, this 
eclectic restaurant has become popular with locals and tourists 
alike. Salt & Vinegar is a 40 seat Gourmet Fish and Chip restau-
rant that specializes in creative sandwiches, seafood favorites 
and craft cocktails in a fun and casual environment. With 5 star 
ratings, S&V maintains a loyal customer base.

Listing courtesy of Tara Godfrey

900B-1 Wintberg • $415,000 • MLS 23-96

This is a great opportunity for someone who has being looking 
for a turn-key home. Come see this lovely, well-kept 2 bedroom, 
2 bath, which has a nice size balcony, pool at complex, nearby 
beach and grocery store, etc.

Listing courtesy of Jennifer Bachelor

289 Sapphire Hill • $339,000 • MLS 22-1304

Awesome views from this beautifully renovated Sapphire Hill 
Village studio condo. Stainless and granite kitchen, split A/C, 
accordion shutters. Gated complex with two pools and restau-
rant, walkable to Sapphire Beach. Great long or short term rent-
al investment.

Listing courtesy of Tara Godfrey

...at Buddha Sushi

Caribbean-inspired Japanese cui-
sine makes its mark at Buddha Su-
shi Lounge & Grill in St. Thomas. This 
funky yet simply decorated Asian-
themed restaurant has been known 
as a must-visit spot on St. Thomas for 
fresh sushi, delicious Asian entrees 
with a Caribbean twist, and full-ser-
vice bar to complement your meal.

Owner Taj Siwatu always knew he 
wanted to be a chef. At the tender age 
of 12, he secured his first job in a local 
restaurant. As a student at Charlotte 
Amalie High School, he learned more 
about running a business when he 
took hotel and restaurant management 
classes and interned at local eateries 
to learn the ins and out of restaurant 
operations. Armed with his culinary 
arts degree from Johnson & Wales 
University, Siwatu returned home to 

put his knowl-
edge and skills to 

use. In 2009, he took ownership of 
the restaurant he managed when the 
owner decided to leave the island. 
Buddha Bar became Buddha Sushi 
and as they say, the rest is history.

Buddha Sushi’s menu has something 
for everyone, from the avid meat eat-
er to the health-conscious vegetarian. 
Try the Sugar Stick Sushi Roll, made 
of cream cheese, cucumber, and 
smoked eel, and topped with white 
tuna. A sprinkle of sugar meets the 
flame of a butane torch to create a 
crème brulee-style topping with a no-
ticeable crunch. The saltfish paté roll 
is an ode to one of the Virgin Islands' 
most popular treats, making it a popu-
lar choice amongst locals. The restau-
rant also offers several entrees off the 
grill, including grilled Caribbean lob-
ster tail, Japanese teriyaki, and his in-
famous Rock City Tofu — a spicy fried 
tofu made with fried rice and sautéed 
vegetables with Chef Taj’s “Rock City 

Sauce.” The restaurant hosts special 
events such as weddings, birthdays, 
and corporate functions and even of-
fers sushi classes for those wanting 
to try something new. Using season-
al ingredients remains at the core of 
Buddha Sushi. For instance, sum-
mertime means mangoes galore, and 
Siwatu created a mango sorbet using 
fresh, local mangoes.

Siwatu has competed in several com-
petitions locally and internationally, 
building his brand along the way. His 
two most notable first-place wins in-
clude the 2019 King of the Wing — 
an annual chicken wing competition 
held at Magen’s Bay — and the 2019 
National Wing Festival held in Buffa-
lo, New York, an international com-
petition featuring more than 60 en-
trants from around the United States 
mainland, the United Kingdom, Mex-
ico, Italy, and the Virgin Islands. Bud-
dha Sushi restaurant was also voted 
“Best of the VI” by the Virgin Islands 
Daily News in the categories of “Best 
Sushi,” “Most Creative Cuisine,” and 
“Best Seafood Dining.”

Head to Buddha Sushi at 114-3 Es-
tate Frydenhoj in Charlotte Ama-
lie. For reservations or takeout, call 
340.714.3474. Visit their website at 
buddhasushivi.com or find them on 
Facebook and Instagram.

A message from Bry...
A warm and sunny greeting from 
St. Thomas! We are more than half-
way through 2023 and it feels like 
summer has just begun. It’s back to 
school time for most children on St. 
Thomas, which means we’re settling 
into new routines as the fun days of 
the incredible summer come to an 
end. Is it me, or is this year mov-
ing by rather quickly? St. Thomas is 
still bustling with energy and seeing 
record numbers of visitors enjoying 
our beaches and experiencing the 
best of what we have to offer.

This month, I am excited to share 
a few of St. Thomas’s best-kept 

secrets including a lush tropical gar-
den and a restaurant committed to 
showing you “how we roll!” I’ll also 
introduce one of the island’s most 
thrilling adventure excursions, guar-
anteed to make you “zip” over to 
their website to learn more!

Do you have plans to visit St. Thom-
as soon? While you’re relishing in 
the diversity and countless opportu-
nities available here, you may begin 
imagining yourself calling St. Thom-
as home. The Coldwell Banker St. 
Thomas Realty team welcomes the 
opportunity to share a few proper-
ties with you to get you on the path 

to homeownership in the Caribbe-
an. Give us a call; we’d love to hear 
from you.

Bry
Bry Locher

Regional Vice President, Managing Broker
Coldwell Banker St. Thomas Realty

August 2023

Uncover 
Botanical 

Beauty

...at Phantasea Tropical 
Botanical Garden

Get lost in the beauty found in this 
wonderful eco-attraction on St. 
Thomas! Phantasea Tropical Botan-
ical Garden is arguably one of St. 
Thomas’s best-kept secrets. This 
beautiful botanical garden began as 
one woman's vision to create a true 
botanical garden for the residents 
and visitors of St. Thomas. Opened 
to the public on February 7, 2015, the 
gardens at Phantasea Tropical Bo-
tanical Garden have been groomed 
and cared for by longtime island res-
ident Patsy Breunlin.

Located on approximately two acres 
on the island’s north side above Ma-
gens Bay, Breunlin purchased the 
property in 1993. What she described 
as a dense, impassable “jungle” has 
been transformed into a public botan-
ical garden with over 1200 species of 

plants, one-
third of them na-

tive to the Virgin Islands. An architect 
and general contractor by trade and 
gardener by passion, Breunlin com-
bined her skills to convert her private 
property into a public botanical gar-
den. “Phantasea started as my own 
personal garden because I enjoy 
tropical plants, orchids, and brome-
liads,” Breunlin said. Thanks to her 
30+ year residency on St. Thomas 
and her time spent living in Florida, 
she was careful about designing hur-
ricane and earthquake-proof build-
ings at the garden to withstand the 
inevitable. As a result, the buildings 
at Phantasea survived the 2017 hur-
ricanes with no damage.

A large assortment of bromeliads 
and orchids can be found in the gar-
den, thanks to Breunlin’s love for 
these plant species. A wide variety of 
blooming and collectors’ species of 
orchids are on sale daily at the gar-
den. Interested visitors can add their 
names to the garden’s mailing list 
and be notified of new shipments.

Phantasea is home to several spe-
cies of animals, including peacocks, 
tortoises, butterflies, and chickens, 
and other critters like lizards, igua-
nas, frogs, millipedes, and hermit 
crabs. Visitors can also meet long-
time garden residents, Bert and Lola, 
Amazonian parrots that greet visitors 
at the garden entrance.

The garden offers fun, education-
al experiences for all with guided 
and interactive tours and interpre-
tive signs throughout the garden that 
teach different facts about the plants, 
critters, and creatures. Thanks to the 
balanced ecosystem at Phantasea, 
you won’t find any pesky bugs in the 
area! Between the frogs, lizards, and 
bats each doing their part, the gar-
den is unique in this feature.

Phantasea Tropical Botanical Gar-
den is open Tuesday through Sun-
day from 9am to 4pm. Admission for 
off-island visitors is $10 for adults, $5 
for children ages 5 to 12. Admission 
for V.I. residents with an ID is $8 for 
adults, $5 for seniors with their se-
nior cards, and $4 for children 5 and 
above. There is no charge for children 
under 5 years. For more information, 
call Phantasea Tropical Botanical 
Garden at 340-774-2916 or visit their 
website at www.stthomasbotanical-
garden.com.
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Ready, Set, Zip
...with Tree Limin' Extreme 
Zipline!

Prepare for the ultimate zip trip with 
Tree Limin’ Extreme Zipline Tour! 
High in the rainforest of St. Peter 
Mountain is where you will catch 
breathtaking views of Magen’s Bay, 
St. John, and the British Virgin Is-
lands, and experience what Nation-
al Geographic considers to be one 
of the top 10 island/ocean views in 
the world.

Tree Limin’ Extreme Zipline Tour 
opened twelve years ago under the 
guidance of Julie Eaton-Bryan. Orig-
inally from Minneapolis, Minnesota, 
she moved to St. Thomas in 1991 af-
ter falling in love with the white sand 
beaches, endless sunshine, cultur-
al diversity, and rich opportunities 
the island provided. After an exhila-
rating ziplining experience in Costa 
Rica in 1996, Julie decided that she 
would open a zipline in St. Thomas 
one day. In 2011, that dream became 
reality once she secured an 8-acre 
tract of land, known today as Tree 
Limin’ Extreme. This idyllic slice of 
tropical rainforest sits across from 
an existing tourist attraction high on 
St. Peter Mountain, making it the 
perfect location to build out a zipline 
course for visitors and locals to en-
joy. Marc Bryan, owner and builder 
of the course, has firm roots in St. 
Thomas, thanks to his family migrat-
ing to the island in the early 1900s. 

His back-
ground in archi-
tecture and design led him to con-
struct the beautiful course found at 
Tree Limin’ Extreme.

This adrenaline-rich excursion in-
cludes eight aerial platforms total, 
six exhilarating ziplines, and two sky 
bridges that reach up to 35 miles per 
hour (56 km/h)! As you soar through 
the island’s Caribbean rainforest, 
marvel at the spectacular ocean 
views that extend in the distance. 
The course is certified through the 
ACCT (Association of Challenge 
Course Technology), which means 
zippers can be confident in the 
safety of their experience. The fi-
nal zip experience, called the "Yo-
Yo," is the perfect name because it 
feels EXACTLY how it sounds; plus, 
you won’t find another zipline of its 
kind in the Caribbean. Throughout 

the tour, their guides offer to guests 
their knowledge of the Virgin Islands 
culture, flora, fauna, and folklore.

Tree Limin’ Extreme Zipline Tour is 
located at 7406 Estate St. Peter, 
directly across from the St. Peter 
Mountain Great House. Zippers must 
weigh between 70 and 275 pounds, 
be no taller than 6 feet, 6 inches, 
and be in good general health. 
Closed-toe shoes are required to 
participate, and zipping occurs rain 
or shine. Learn more about their ex-
cursion by visiting their website at 
www.ziplinestthomas.com.

20-22G Smith Bay • $2,800 • MLS 23-1103

Looking for a reasonably price 4 bedroom, 2 bath furnished 
house? Make an appointment to see this house.

Listing courtesy of Tara Godfrey

Under Contract

SOLD

Rental Property

506M Mahogany Run • $345,000 • MLS 23-1083

Easy walk-in level 2 bedroom, 2 bath condo at Mahogany Run's 
Tennis Village. Convenient to all, pretty views, private, and spa-
cious. Gated entry, unit specific generator, A/C, and washer and 
dryer. Covered parking. Come take a look today!

Listing courtesy of Tara Godfrey

Japanese 
Cuisine meets 

Caribbean 
Flavors
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